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“An angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it...
And the angel...said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who as been crucified.
He is not here, for He has risen just as He said.”” Matthew 28:2, 5-6

Newsletter

Happy New Year!
We are excited for a new year that
brings new opportunities. At our
home church in Californial was
invited to host aweekly event on
Wednesday nights that nearly takes
me back to my old radio days.

From January through mid-May |
host a half-hour segment called
"Life Streams LIVE! with John
Stewart,"” which is part of a service
that includes worship and biblical
teaching.

My part includes interviews,
commentary and interaction with
guestions and comments from the
audience. The evening is designed
to cover practical issuesin our
lives, and the guests | interview
have a connection to the evening's
theme. Preparing for my segment
can be time consuming, as it
involves lining up guests (who
sometimes are brought in live from
other parts of the country and
world via Skype) and working on
how to draw out of the guests their

story in such away that we see
what the Lord has taught them
through their experience. If you
are in Southern California, don't
hesitate to join us on Wednesday
nights for Life Streams. For more
information, go to:
www.lifestreamsonline.org

Meanwhile, we have been invited
back to Africa, where we have
taught at a Bible School in Kenya
for the past five years. We are a'so
now waiting for confirmation on
speaking at a conference for
pastors and their wives, and other
ministry opportunities once we hit
the ground there. There are also
other invitations to teach and speak
internationally, and as those firm
up, we will report on them. Please
continue to pray for wisdomin
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knowing which doors we should
travel through, and for efficiency
with our time.

Finaly, | am working with a
couple of dear friends and partners
in ministry about an idea | have
had for some time, but feel now is
the time to develop the idea. It
involves a" Christian bootcamp”
for high school seniors to prepare
them for the onslaught they will
inevitably receive on the campuses
of secular colleges, and even some
"Christian" universities. Training

young people to develop,
understand, defend and proclam a
Christian world view has been a
concern of mine for along time.
Please pray that we will hear from
the Lord regarding how we can
create a program that can be used
al over Americato prepare our
kids for the battle for their hearts
and minds.

Blessings, ]”40'
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The debate over marriage can be simplified by
one question? Who decides the definition of
marriage—the electorate, or afew peoplein
black robes?

In the case of marriage, no state court in the
United States had ever found a “right” to
same-sex marriage until the Massachusetts
Supreme Court found it in 2003. Then
Cdlifornia's State Supreme Court found the
right in 2008, and the lowa Supreme Court in
2009. Currently seven states allow same-sex
marriage, and in all seven it has been imposed
by either judges or the legislature. When put
to a vote of the people, 31 states have voted
on the definition of marriage, and the score is
31-0 in favor of marriage being one man and
one woman.

Shouldn’t states be alowed to set their own
social policy? Of course. But when voters in
Cdlifornia did so in 2000, approving
Proposition 22 (“Only marriage between a
man and a woman is valid or recognized in
Cdlifornia’) with over 61% of the votes. But
Prop 22 was challenged in court, and in a 4-3
ruling, the California Supreme Court’s
majority decided it knew better than the
electorate, and imposed same-sex marriage
despite the clear will of the people to the
contrary. The Court’s reasoning was that that
certain lofty concepts in the State
Condtitution, such as equa protection,
demanded re-defining marriage to include
homosexual couples.

Prop 8 Update

By John Stewart

How can the will of the people ever trump a
four-judge majority of the State Supreme
Court? By amending the state Constitution.
Those favoring natural marriage, even before
the 4-3 ruling in May 2008 imposing same-
sex marriage on California, signed petitionsto
get the issue on the ballot, again. Only this
time the wording “Only marriage between a
man and a woman is valid or recognized in
Cdifornia’ would be enshrined in the
California Constitution if approved by the
voters. The initiative, known as “Proposition
8, passed, with over seven million
Californians voting for Prop 8, and in an
election year where Sen. Barack Obama
swept California on his way to being elected
President of the United States.

After it was passed, Proposition 8 was
challenged in the courts. Those who favored
same-sex marriage couldn’'t challenge the
vote count that affirmed Californians want
marriage to be one man and one woman, so
they made technical arguments about Prop 8
not being a proper initiative, and should
therefore be stricken. The California Supreme
Court upheld the propriety of Prop 8 in a 6-1
ruling, but allowed the 18,000 or so same-sex
“marriages’ that took place from June to
November 2008 to be recognized.

That's then end of the line, right? The people
of California spoke asto how marriage should
be defined, and the state Supreme Court
finaly upheld the will of the people as

expressed in Prop 8. But never underestimate
gay marriage supporters. The day the
Cdlifornia Supreme Court declared Prop
constitutional, two homosexual couplesfiled a
lawsuit in federal court in Caifornia arguing
that denying same-sex couples the right to
marry violated the federal (United States)
Constitution.

The case was assigned to Judge Vaughn
Walker, who failed to disclose that he was a
homosexual and was in aten-year relationship
with another man. The fact that Judge Walker
could have benefited from his own ruling was
evidence to many that he should have either
recused himself from hearing the case, or at
least disclosed his same-sex relationship. He
did neither, and after a trial Judge Walker
ruled that there is a right to same-sex
marriage in the United States Constitution,
and therefore he overturned, again, Prop 8.

Judge Walker’s ruling was appealed to the oft-
reversed Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, and
the case, Perry v. Brown, was assigned to a
three-judge panel. One of the judges on the
panel, Stephen Reinhardt, isthe most reversed
judge in the history of the United States, and
his wife was the head of the ALCU of
Southern Cadliforniafor nearly 40 years.

(continued on p. 3)
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Prop 8 Update

(Continued from p. 2)

One of the issues for the Ninth Circuit was
whether anyone had standing to represent the
people of California who voted for Prop 8.
Why was this an issue? Because when the
federal challenge was filed against Prop 8
then-governor, Arnold Schwarzenegger and
then-attorney general Jerry Brown refused to
defend the law (which was part of the
Constitution of California, which they were
both sworn to defend). The advocates of
same-sex marriage tried to argue that no one
had the right to step in and defend Prop 8
after the governor and attorney general
refused, effectively denying the seven million
who voted for Prop 8 from having a voice in
opposing Judge Walker's ruling, effectively
giving a victory to supporters of same-sex
marriage. The Ninth Circuit panel sent the
issue of standing back to the California
Supreme Court, which ruled unanimously that
the proponents of Prop 8 could represent the
law in the federal appeal.

On February 7, 2012, the Ninth Circuit, by a
2-1 vote, affirmed the ruling of Judge Walker
that Prop 8 violated the U.S. Constitution.
Only the majority did not decide the case like
Judge Walker did. Judge Walker found a right
to same-sex marriage in the United States
Constitution (the first federal judge to ever do
so0, and a departure from the United States
Supreme Court’s 1972 decision of Baker V.
Nelson that held there is no right to same-sex
marriage in the U.S. Constitution). The Ninth
Circuit panel, however, clearly stated that
they were not resolving the issue of whether
the right to gay marriage is in the U.S.
Constitution. Instead, the panel decided the

issue by finding that same-sex couples had a
right to marry in California, and Prop 8 took
that right away without any rational basis,
which made the law unconstitutional .

The Ninth Circuit opinion skims over the fact
that the “right” to same-sex marriage was
imposed by a 4-3 vote of the Caifornia
Supreme Court, and the court-imposed “right”
was only in effect for 143 days, until

Prop 8 was passed in November 2008.
Further, the Ninth Circuit acknowledged that
Prop 8 would be congtitutional if any rational
basis existed for the law promoting any
legitimate government interest. The court
found no rational basis for Prop 8, essentialy
saying that the law was rooted solely in hatred
toward homosexuals. In short, the more than
seven million Californians who voted for
Proposition 8 were merely bigoted, since the
court found that keeping marriage between a
man and woman has no benefit to society
whatsoever. The panel disregarded severa
rational reasons for natural marriage that
promote legitimate government interests, such
as optimal parenting and responsible
procreation, reasons other courts have found
to be rational bases for laws (e.g., Citizens for
Equal Protection v. Brunig, 8" Circuit, 2006).

The proponents of Prop 8, who fought for
Prop 22 and lost, who fought for Prop 8
before the California Supreme Court and won,
who fought in federal district court and lost,
who fought for standing before the Ninth
Circuit and won, and who fought Judge
Walker’s ruling before the Ninth Circuit and
lost, now has a choice: either ask for an en
banc hearing, in which a broader panel of the
Ninth Circuit would review the 2-1 ruling of
the panel affirming the district court’s

overturning of Prop 8, or appea directly to
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Thereis currently a federal court challenge to
the Defense of Marriage Act (“DOMA”), a
law passed by Congress and signed into law
by President Clinton that alows states to
refuse to recognize same-sex marriages from
other states, allows no recognition of same-
sex marriages under federal law. Either or
both the DOMA challenge and the Prop 8
(Perry) case could end up before the U.S.
Supreme Court to resolve the issue of whether
there is a right to same-sex marriage in the
U.S. Congtitution. Most court-watchers
speculate that the U.S. Supreme court is
divided 4-4 on the marriage issue, with
Justice Anthony Kennedy being the swing
vote. Whether true or not, soon the High
Court will accept a case that will address the
guestion of a “right” to same-sex marriage
under the U.S. Constitution, and its decision
will likely affect not only those seven states
that currently allow gay marriage, but also the
43 states that do not allow same-sex marriage.
But just like the Prop 8 issue in California, the
guestion remains. Who decides the definition
of marriage—the electorate, or a few people
in black robes?
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LIFE
CRISIS

BY LAURIE STEWART

This past month at Life Streams, the topic
was “Life Crisis.” Timely message for
many of us. I once heard that at any given
time, we are either in the middle of a
crisis, we’ve just been through a crisis, or
one is about to happen. Where do you fit
into this paradigm? What do we do when
we find ourselves in a life crisis?

First, what is a crisis? A crisis can take
many different forms. For example,
financial crisis, relationship crisis,
employment crisis, health crisis, natural
disaster crisis, and faith crisis. A crisis is a
trial, usually with a turning point. It can
cause a sudden change, which may lead
to better or worse.

Naturally we don’t like crisis. Why? It is
painful. We have little or no control, so
we are afraid. We suffer. And we don’'t
want to suffer.

James 1:2-4 tells us, “Consider it pure joy,
my brothers, when you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your faith develops
perseverance. Perseverance must finish
its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything.”

Joy? How is that possible?

Because trials test our faith. When was
the last time your faith was tested? How
did you do?

Recently I've been studying the
Scriptures about spiritual warfare. After
reading classic passages from the New
Testament (e.g. Eph. 6:10-18, James 4:7, 1
Pet. 5:8), my sister encouraged me to take
a look at some battles in the Old
Testament. Then a dear friend pointed me
to the beginning of Judges. I noticed that
after Joshua and the elders died, the next
generation “neither knew the Lord, nor
what he had done for Israel.” (Judges
2:10) They forsook the Lord so He handed
them over to their enemies. Why? To test
them and to teach them to fight. They didn’t
have any battle experience, so God
brought them battles to teach them
warfare. (Judges 3:1-2) And to test
whether they would obey God. (Judges
3:4)

So let’s examine ourselves and our
responses to the trials, the life crisis. How
we handles the storms of life will tell us a
lot about our faith. Do we turn to God,
crying out to Him, as the Psalmist did
repeatedly? Do we run away? Do we
fight? Do we turn to others, looking for
man-made wisdom? Do we look within

ourselves, the god-self? Do we medicate
with drugs, alcohol, sex, food? Do we
work or play harder? Do we turn to
anything except the living God?

Seeking help, looking for answers,
desiring comfort, these are all good
things, if we are looking to Jesus. If we
take our eyes off Jesus, like Peter when he
briefly walked on water, we turn our
focus to our circumstances and start
drowning. Let’s keep our eyes fixed on
Jesus, even during the storms of life. We
must do this regardless of how we are
feeling. We trust God and obey. Why?
Because we worship Him who sits on the
throne. With Jesus all things are possible.
But without Him, nothing is impossible.

Storms pass. They all do. Some are for a
brief season. Some seem to last forever.
But eventually they pass. Only what is
done for Christ will last.

If you are currently in a crisis or helping
someone in a crisis, remember to keep
your eyes on Jesus. If you seek Him, He
will help you endure. He will provide the
ultimate comfort. His grace is sufficient.

Let everything that has breath praise the
Lord! Praise the Lord! Ps. 150:6
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Events 2011

January - May ~ John teaches “The Cutting Edge” Sundays 10:30 am at CPC in Orange, CA
January 18 ~ Life Streams LIVE! (LSL!) with John Stewart at CPC in Orange, CA

(for more details visit: www.lifestreamsonline.net)

January 25 ~ LSL! with John Stewart. “Life Crisis” Guest: Papua New Guinea missionary Steve Geis
February 1 ~ LSL! with John Stewart. “Life Crisis” Guest: Pro-life attorney Rebecca Kiessling
February 8 ~ Life Streams teaching by John Stewart “Love Never Fails”
LSL! with John Stewart. “Life Crisis” Guest: Laurie Stewart
February 15 ~ LSL! with John Stewart. “Life Crisis” Guest: Radio talk show host Rich Buhler
February 22 ~ Life Streams teaching by John Stewart “Secularization of Education and the Church”
LSL! with John Stewart. “Transformed or Conformed?” Guest: Dr. Jacob Rodriguez
March 7 ~ LSL! with John Stewart. “Sex & Women” Guest: Michelle Hensley
March 14 ~ LSL! with John Stewart. “Sex & Men” Guest: Eric Hensley
March 21 ~ Life Streams teaching by Laurie Stewart “Sex & Youth”
LSL! with John Stewart. Guest: Josh McDowell
March 28 ~ Life Streams teaching by John Stewart “Why Marriage Matters”
LSL! with John Stewart. “Defense of Marriage” Guest: Dr. John Eastman

.
PARTNER WITH ROLLING STONE MINISTRIES

We invite you to prayerfully consider partnering with RSM today. When you offer support, you partner

with RSM in the mission field and share in building the Kingdom. Becoming a Treasure
"4 Builder (a monthly partner with RSM) will go a long way to provide for basic needs to help
! minister more effectively to fulfill the Great Commission: Go and make disciples of all nations,
sl baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. Matt. 28:19-20

I will pray for RSM
I will contribute $ monthly to RSM to enable it to be a full time ministry.
I would like to make a contribution to RSM in the amount of $

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone

RSM is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. Contributions are tax-deductible as allowed by law.
Send your gifts to: ROLLING STONE MINISTRIES, INC.
P.O. Box 6271
Orange, CA 92863-6271
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Follow Rolling Stone Ministries on

If you prefer to get your news on the internet, find out the latest news for Rolling Stone

Ministries on , including Life Streams LIVE! events, and updates on new posts on
John’s blog “The Cutting Edge” and Laurie’s blog “Morning Glory & Evening Grace.”

Look for us on and click on the “Like” button.

“We write this to make our joy complete.” (1 John 1:4).
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